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CONFIDENTIAL USBERLIN 1180 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: PGOV, MILI 

SUBJECT: AUTOBAHN INCIDENT WITH CARGO VAN MAY 17 

1 . ON MAY 17, A U.S. ONE-TON CARGO VAN, DOCUMENTED IN 
STANDARD FASHION WITH MOVEMENT ORDERS, WAS TURNED BACK THREE 
TIMES BY THE SOVIETS AT CHECKPOINT MARIENBORN WHEN IT WAS 
ATTEMPTING TO TRAVEL TO BERLIN ON THE BERLIN-HELMSTEDT AUTOBAHN. 
ON THE FOURTHATTEMPT, APPROXIMATELY TWO HOURS AFTER THE 
INITIAL REFUSAL, THE SOVIETS PERMITTED THE VEHICLE TO PASS, 

AND IT PROCEEDED TO BERLIN WITHOUT FURTHER INCIDENT. 

2. THE DISPUTE WAS ONE WHICH HAS SURFACED FROM TIME TO TIME 
DURING LAST SEVERAL MONTHS. THE SOVIET DUTY OFFICER AT 
MARIENBORN CLAIMED THE VEHICLE SHOULD HAVE BEEN DOCUMENTED WITH 
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FLAG ORDERS RATHER THAN MOVEMENT ORDERS AS HE CONSIDERED 
THE VEHICLE TO BE A "MICROBUS." THE BRITISH USE MOVEMENT 
ORDERS FOR BUSES, HAVING CHANGED THEIR PROCEDURES RECENTLY 
TO CONFORM WITH WHAT SOVIETS THOUGHT WAS PROPER PRACTICE; 

THE U.S. DOCUMENTS BUSES WITH FLAG ORDERS. BOTH DOCUMENT 
CARGO CARRIERS WITH MOVEMENT ORDERS. IN THIS CASE, THE 
CONFIGURATION OF THE VAN IS VERY SIMILAR TO THAT OF A BUS. 
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3. THE U.S. MISSION PROTOCOL OFFICER WILL BE PRESENTING A 
PROTEST AT THE SOVIET EMBASSY ON MAY 22. HE WILL BE POINTING 
OUT THAT THE SOVIET QUIBBLING OVER DOCUMENTATION IN THIS CASE 
AMOUNTED TO A DENIAL OF ACCESS. IN VIEW OF THE ALLIED RIGHT 
OF UNRESTRICTED ACCESS TO AND FROM BERLIN, SUCH BEHAVIOR WAS 
UNACCEPTABLE, AND EVEN IF THERE WERE SOME DISPUTE OVER POINTS 
OF DOCUMENTATION, THE SOVIETS SHOULD ALLOW THE VEHICLE TO 
PASS AND, IF NECESSARY, DISCUSS IT WITH THE U.S. AUTHORITIES 
LATER. 

5. USCOB CONCURS. GEORGE 
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